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Our thanks Bob for a wonderful 2018 

And welcome Bubba—Our 2019 President  

Christmas Dance 2018 

 



A Message from the President  

A Message from the President 

 

Dear Fellow CCR Members, 

I am excited and looking forward to a New Year and working with a 

great new Board.  I appreciate the confidence everyone has in me to 

lead the Club as President.  It is an honor to serve with the following 

officers: 

 

 Vice President               Marc Morison 

Treasurer    Paul Murman 

Recording Secretary              Sue Ann Bickert 

Corresponding Secretary  Peggy Maloy 

Historian    David Dolan 

Sergeant at Arms   Bob Darling 

Webmaster    Penny Johnson 

Newsletter Editor   Mike Todd 

 

Thank you in advance for your willingness to help.   

January may start off cold; but as it warms up, we can be looking forward to a lot of events 

which includes food, fun and fellowship.  Our Round Up will be June 1st at  Heritage Chevro-

let, and this will be approaching soon.  I will need a lot of help and am looking for volunteers.   

Our first General Membership Meeting will be January 11, 2019, 7:30 pm at Grace Lutheran 

Church, 13028 Harrowgate Road, Chester, VA  23831.  Hope to see you there.   

Call me, 804-356-8731, or email me, HubbaBubbaCarr@yahoo.com,  if you need or have any 

questions or concerns.   

Best Wishes and Remember to Save the Wave.  Life is a highway, and I am looking forward 

to driving my corvettes with my friends. 

 

Your CCR Friend, 

Bubba Carr 
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Fri. Jan. 11 Membership Meeting (Southside) 

            After Meeting Social: TBD 

 

Fri.  Feb. 8          Membership Meeting (Southside) 

           After Meeting Social: TBD 

 

Sun. Feb. 17       Valentine’s Day Brunch 

 

 

*For event details, please see the website, www.corvetteclubofrichmond.com  

Officers for 2019  
PRESIDENT  
Bubba Carr  (804) 356-8731  

 
VICE PRESIDENT  
Marc Morison (804) 350 7998 

 

TREASURER  
Paul Murman  (804) 748-7695  
 

RECORDING SECRETARY 
Sue Ann Bickert (804) 330-3554  
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
Mike Todd (804) 869-6836 
 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY  
Peggy Maloy  (804) 794-4002 
 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS  
Bob Darling (804) 389-1380 
 
HISTORIAN  
David Dolan  (804) 346-5266  
 
WEBMASTER  
Penny Johnson  (804) 737-0553 
 
EVENTS COORDINATOR 
Bill Knapp (804) 677-2606  
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January Meeting   
 

Friday, January 11, 2019 at our Southside  Location 
 
Our next General Membership meeting will take place at 7:30 PM 
at the Grace Lutheran Church, 13028 Harrowgate Rd, Chester, VA 
23831. 
There is plenty of available parking. Come early to visit in the 
parking lot with fellow members and guest.  
 
Directions: 
 From Rt. 288, take the VA-145/Chester Road exit toward Chester 
 Turn right onto VA-145 W/Chester Road (signs for VA 145 W) 
 Turn right onto West Hundred Road 
 Turn left onto Harrogate Road 
 Destination will be down the road about 2 miles on the right 

  

After Meeting Social: The after meeting social TBD.  Directions will be provided at 

the meeting.  
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Revs & Rumbles @ the NCM 
By Barry Roper, NCM Ambassador/Lifetime Member 

 

Happy New Year, CCR!  As we greet 2019 with our new Club President 
(Congratulations Bubba!), our new Board of Officers, and an enhanced 
roster of enthusiastic Club members, we can anticipate another enjoya-
ble year of fun and fellowship as our calendar begins to fill with events.  
That said,  Events Coordinator Bill Knapp is ready to coordinate those 
events but he requires members' ideas and suggestions, along with the 
willingness to OD these excursions, to breathe new life into the New 
Year.  Please consider making this your year to offer involvement and 
energize a Club adventure.        

 

Let's move to a major event that is already in motion.  As of 
01/01/2019, eighteen CCR members in nine Corvettes have completed 
their registrations and secured hotel accommodations in Concord, NC, 
Sevierville, TN, and Bowling Green, KY, to participate in the National 
Corvette Caravan journeying to the 25th Anniversary Celebration of the 
Museum this August.  This national level celebration and caravan oc-
curs only every five years.  In 2014, 34 CCR members in 17 Corvettes 
experienced the excitement of joining literally thousands of Corvettes 
and their drivers/passengers on the 5th Caravan.  The details of how 
the registrations are to be completed and the reservations made were 
detailed in the October 2018 issue of CCRruisin'.  Please contact me 
[cell (804) 852-8536 or broper@aol.com] if you have questions not an-
swered in that article.  The activity selections for the Celebration will 
be posted within the next few weeks and they fill rapidly.  Only regis-
tered participants can make selections so talk this up and follow with a 
sign up. 
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                            January Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to those members celebrating birthdays this month.  May there be a 

shiny, new surprise in your driveway. 

 

   Katrina Butler   1/1 

   Dot Corbin    1/2 

   Jim Chesser    1/3 

   Stacy  Harper   1/3 

   Sue Ann Bickert   1/5 

   Jack Marshall    1/7 

   Mike Douberly   1/8 

   Kathy Phelps  1/8 

   Al Hendrick    1/9 

   Jim Cheek    1/11 

   Kim Allen    1/11 

   Michael Robertson  1/14 

   Lynn Merucci   1/16 

   Louis Merucci   1/22 

   Cindy Ann Beeson   1/24 

   David Glazier   1/26 

   Margaret Wilson   1/28 

   Donna Carr    1/30 
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         November/December's Big Winners 

                    Congratulations!!!!! 

Dinner Ticket Winner  - Carrie Starr 

 

 

 

 

 

50/50 Winner—Greg Lucyk 

 

 

     

     

               

 

 

 $5.00 Handshake—Tom Bolton 

Page 7 



          Welcome new Members !! 

                                 Becoming a Member of the CCR 

 
In 1960, a small group of Corvette enthusiasts began to gather on a regular basis for fun and fellowship.  
The first official meeting took place in July 1961.  CCR is the oldest Corvette club in Virginia with a mem-
bership approaching 400.  
To be eligible for regular membership, you must be a person of good character and own a Corvette. You 
must attend at least one meeting or event. If you don’t own a Corvette, an “associate membership” is 
available. Associates can participate in all events and functions but have no voting rights. You’ll make 
good friends, have fun and learn more about Corvettes. Club meetings are at 7:30 p.m. on the second 
Friday of each month. After the meetings, there is usually a party where you can enjoy socializing with 
other club members. 
Annual dues are $25 for pilots or $35 for both the pilot and co-pilot (includes spouse or significant oth-
er). A membership application can be found on the CCR website: www.corvetteclubofrichmond.com.  

NO NEW MEMBERS INDUCTED THIS MONTH 
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Valentine’s Day Brunch 
 

OD’s – Gayle Murman, Peggy Maloy, Janie Hughes and Val Miser 

 

Sunday, February 17, 2019 at 12:00 pm 
 

Meadowbrook Country Club 

3700 Cogbill Road 

 Richmond, Virginia 

 

 
 

Cost is $30 per person; $60 per couple  

 

Valentine’s Day is coming soon!  Plan to spend this special day with the one you love and the 

ones who love Corvettes as much as you.   The meal will include an omelet station, Belgian 

waffles, carved ham, bacon, sausage, potatoes, various salads, fruit, muffins, pastries, and 

an entire table of desserts, juices, coffee, tea, plus bottomless champagne.    

 

Attire:  Sunday dress, please 
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                       TECH TIPS 
 
A FEW BASIC TIPS FROM THE  
                            “SUPER CHEVY” NEWSLETTER 
                                                                           http://www.superchevy.com 

 
SPARK PLUGS 

The folks at NGK point out that torque is one of the most critical aspects of spark-
plug installation. Torque directly affects the sparkplug's ability to transfer heat out 
of the combustion chamber. A sparkplug that's under-torqued will not be fully 
seated on the cylinder head; hence heat transfer will be slowed. This will tend to 
elevate combustion-chamber temperatures to unsafe levels, and pre-ignition and 
detonation will usually follow. Serious engine damage is not far behind. 

An over-torqued spark plug can suffer from severe stress to the metal shell which 
in turn can distort the spark plug's inner gas seals or even cause a hairline frac-
ture to the spark plug's insulator. In either case, heat transfer can again be 
slowed and the above-mentioned conditions can occur. NGK also states that the 
spark-plug holes must always be cleaned prior to installation; otherwise you may 
be torqueing against dirt or debris and the spark plug may actually end up under-
torqued, even though your torque wrench says otherwise. Of course, you should 
only install spark plugs in a cool engine, because metal expands when it's hot 
and installation may prove difficult. 

DULL DRUMS 

Plenty of vintage Corvettes are equipped with drum brakes (actually, everything 
prior to '65, and even a few '65 models), and for the most part, servicing these 
components is pretty much a no-brainer. One thing to remember, however, is that 
when you replace the shoes, use a bit of Scotch-Brite to clean the contact points 
on the wheel backing plates. Next, lube these contact points lightly with white 
grease. This allows for smooth shoe action. Just be careful not to drop any 
grease on the shoes. If you do, use some spray-on brake cleaner to clean it. Oth-
erwise, the friction material won't be too happy! 

TURKEY TIME 

If you're encountering a tough brake bleeding operation on one or more of your 
Corvette calipers, try this: A turkey baster can be used to pump brake fluid into 
the bleed screw to force the bubbles out of their hiding places 

BATTERY BASICS 

If you're going to store your Corvette for months at a time, disconnect the battery. 
This will reduce the discharge. On the other hand, you can also charge the bat-
tery once every two to four weeks and leave it hooked up. If you have the battery 
stored and disconnected, a charge every month or two will help keep the self-
discharge from draining the battery. Also look for regulate trickle chargers that 
are designed for this type of application. 

http://www.superchevy.com


BROWN OUT 

If you find brown, foamy residue in the cool-
ant of your Corvette you may have also lo-
cated a cracked cylinder head, which can 
cause overheating. Have your radiator pres-
sure checked at your local radiator shop. 
Pressure loss can cause overheating. Before 
you start peeling apart the engine, give this 
some consideration: Many times a failed ra-
diator cap is the culprit. A cap that has failed 
to hold system pressure can cause coolant 
loss and overheating conditions. 

TIRE HIEROGLYPHICS 
The air pressure listed on the sidewall of a tire is not the correct air pressure for your 
Corvette. The number listed on the sidewall is the maximum air pressure for the tire. 
Follow Chevrolet's published recommendations. You and your Corvette will be much 
happier. 
ROOFER'S FIX 
Many vintage Corvettes came factory-equipped with Holley carbs (and more than a 
few other Corvettes were retrofitted with Holley’s). If the bowl screw on the carb 
leaks (normally due to a torn gasket), find a common roofing nail. Use the rubber 
washer from the nail to fix the leak. Problem solved. 
CYLINDER CONFLAGRATION 
Is your Corvette misfiring? Are you scratching your head trying to figure out which 
cylinder is the culprit? If the car is equipped with headers, here's a quick test. With 
the engine running, squirt a small amount of water on each header tube (close to the 
exhaust port). On cylinders that are functioning properly, you'll see the water evapo-
rate instantly. Not so on the dead cylinder(s). 
PLUGGED ARTERIES 
Most cam break-in lubricants are moly-disulfide concoctions. We recommend you 
use them when installing a new cam in your Corvette. But remember: They can easi-
ly plug an oil filter within 20 minutes of operation. When the filter is plugged, it will 
typically bypass and the result will be copious quantities of dirt inside the engine. Af-
ter breaking in the camshaft (or a new engine), replace the filter after 20 minutes of 
running time. It's cheap insurance. 
SQUEAL ON YOU 
If you have a persistent squeak from your brakes and you've tried everything to stop 
it, try this: Remove the pads and clean the back to remove dirt and dust. Brake 
cleaner works perfectly. It dries fast and does not leave a residue. After cleaning, 
spray or brush on a good coating of disc-brake anti-squeal compound on the back of 
the pads (most auto parts stores sell it). Allow it to dry for half an hour, then replace 
the pads and anti-squeal shims (if used on your car). The squeak should be ban-
ished for a couple of years. 
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IN HOT WATER 

The folks from Fel-Pro point out that a water-temperature gauge indicates 
only the average temperature of the coolant in the engine. A water-temp 
gauge does not indicate the cylinder-head casting temperature. The casting 
temperature is what the head gasket is subjected to. 

NAIL BITER 

Believe it or not, nail-polish remover makes an effective and inexpensive 
small-parts cleaner. The polish remover is acetone, and the most potent, 
least expensive stuff comes without scents or oils. By the way, in diluted 
form it will remove bugs and tar from chrome, and remove grease and oil 
instantly. Just keep in mind acetone is also a wonderful paint remover, and, 
for a perfectly restored Corvette, that's the last thing you need to spill. 

 MORE MATH 

Tire diameter of the metric or P-metric tire can be calculated by using the 
tire size nomenclature. The section width and aspect ratio are molded into 
the sidewall. The section height (SH) of a tire is the section width multiplied 
by the aspect ratio. The overall diameter (OD) includes two section heights 
converted to inches, plus one rim diameter. The following formula is valid 
for all metric and P-metric tires: OD = (2 x SH) + Rim Diameter 

BRAKE LINE BOBBLES 

When it comes to brake lines, what size should you use? That's simple: Use 
3/16-inch steel line wherever possible. Use flex line only where necessary. 

CORROSIVE CONCERNS 

If you're plagued with bulbs on your Corvette that constantly need attention, 
think about this: Is there corrosion at the base of the lightbulbs? If so, apply 
a wee bit of electrical grease to the bulb base. This goes for the prongs of 
blade fuses as well. Your problems should be solved. 

Page 12 



       Steve  Magnantes—Corvette Facts 
   (The following are excerpts for Steve Magnantes’ book—1001 Corvette Facts) 

C1—One of the biggest myths surrounding 6-cylinder corvettes was there 

supposed sluggish performance. Magazine road test of the day prove other-

wise. With 150 hp and an agile 3.55:1 rear-axle, the 2850 pound 1953 Cor-

vette turned 0-30 mph in 3.7 seconds, 0-60 mph in 11.0 seconds and the 

quarter mile in 18.0 seconds.  These figures beat the contemporary Jaguar 

XK-120, Porsche 356 coupe, Aston Martin DB2-4 saloon and Austin Healey 

100.  The others  may have higher top  speed's and better corning, but in a 

drag race the Blue Flame always came out on top against factory stock chal-

lengers. 

C2—Creature comforts were accentuated in the Sting Ray.  For the first time 

in Corvette history, factory installed air conditioning was offered on coupes 

and roadsters. RPO C60 air conditioning added $421.80. making it the most 

expensive option behind the $430.40 L84 Rochester fuel injection and the 

$1818.45 Z06 race package. Only 278 AC cars were sold in 1963. 

C3—The electronic control module (ECM) running the Cross Fire Injection 

System was an evolution of the CCC (Computer  Command Control) ECM first 

used in 1980 California bound models, then standardized for all in 1981. but 

while prior carburetor matched ECM made 10 adjustments per second, the 

Cross Fire made 80.  Thanks to more precise tailoring of fuel/air ratio the L83    

compression ratio could be raised to 9.0/1 (from 8.2) for extra thermal effi-

ciency and power. 

C4—The C4 employed the first aluminum disc brake calipers ever seen on a 

Corvette. Roughly 1/3 the weight of the cast iron calipers used in 1982, the 

aluminum calipers provided a reduction in unsprung weight that helped set-

tle the tires sooner on uneven surfaces. 

C5—Production C5 Corvettes were the first to be sold without a spare tire or 

a tire well to store them, early renderings from 1992 show that provisions 

were made for a vertically mounted mini spare directly behind the tail light 

panel. However run-flat technology made it possible to eliminate the spare. 

C6—The LS7 used massive 2.20 inch intake valves to help it breathe at 7000 

rpm. By far the largest intake valves ever fitted into a small block Corvette 

engine.  Before the LS7 the hottest small block inhaled through 2.02 inch in-

take valves.  L88 427 big block (1967/1969) had only 2.19 inch intake valves. 

C7—The seemingly unorthodox balsawood sandwich material used in the C5 

and C6 floor panels gave way to an even more unusual material in the C7, 

clay.  Carbon-nano clay.  Combining the clay with resin and miniscule glass 

particles results in a stiffer, lighter floor panel than the previous organic 

based unit. 
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    CORVETTE  COMICS 
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   “Thank You” to our Corporate Sponsors 

 

      Zip Liaison: 

       Ray Wells   

   (804) 814-0905  

 

 

 

          

         Heritage Liaison: 

                   Bubba Carr 

                 (804) 356-8731   

Note from the Editor : 

Please be mindful of the deadlines we must meet in order to keep the distribution of the newsletter 

running smoothly. Please make sure all articles, event recaps, and any other information is sent to 

the Newsletter Editor by the 25th of each month to mike67c2@verizon.net  
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